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plan of future  operation.    The   rapidity with  which the
enterprise had been carried forward had quite disarranged
my early plans.    Presuming that   six   months would  be
required   to   obtain   the   subscription   of three   hundred
shares, the terms of payment did not anticipate any call on
the subscribers before the 1st of October, about six months
from the date of the first subscription.    It was intended to
occupy the remaining part of the year 1842, and the spring
of 1843, in collecting and  in extending the   subscriptions,
while it was hoped  that the  summer  of  1843  might be
passed in Europe in  procuring instruments, examining ob-
servatories, forming acquaintances with scientific men, and
in obtaining that practical knowledge of the conduct of an
observatory which might enable me  not only to  erect the
buildings and mount the instruments, but commence their
scientific applications to the uses for which they were de-
signed.

Such were the statements made to the Board. After
deliberating on the subject, the unanimous opinion was
expressed that it would be disastrous to the interests of
the society to stop for a moment in the prosecution of the
enterprise so successfully commenced. The inquiry was
made whether my private affairs would permit me to spend
the summer of 1842 in Europe, instead of that of 1843.
A difficulty in the execution of this plan presented itself
in the fact that no subscriptions could he called for in
less than five months. This could only be obviated by
the voluntary payment of the subscribers. The Board of
Control, having resolved that the enterprise should be
prosecuted with the least possible delay, called a meeting
of the society, presented their plans, and received their
sanction. The sum of one thousand dollars was paid in in
the course of a few days, and the following letter was
addressed to me by the Board of Control through the
president of the society :

CINCINNATI, June 115, 1842.
ORMSBT M. MITCHEL.

Sir: In conformity with a resolution of the Board of
Control of the Cincinnati Astronomical Society, you are
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